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n Tuesday 9 April 1850 
at the Masonic Hall on the 
second floor of 121 Grafton 

Street, 29 men met to form the 
Charlottetown Cricket Club (CCC). 
These were some of the social elite 
of Prince Edward Island, men who 
had influence not just at the high-
est political levels, but who had the 
leisure time to form the nucleus of 
what would become a new enjoy-
ing class. The bylaws laid down that 
evening decreed that CCC was to be 
an exclusive club with never more 
than 35 full members, all of whom 
were to pay a one-time membership 
fee of three shillings, and an annual 
subscription of a another five. But 
to ensure that no upstart rustic or 
trumped-up labourer aspire to join 
the club, the bylaws decreed that 
all members meet twice a week, at 
three o’clock sharp every Monday 

and Thursday, effectively excluding 
all those unfortunates whose busi-
ness interests could not be structured 
around their recreation.

The president of the new club 
was the crusty, 61-year old William 
Swabey, veteran of the Battle 
of Waterloo. Swabey had emi-
grated from Britain a decade ear-
lier, settling on a large estate in 
Charlottetown Royalty. A member 
of the Legislative Council, by 1850 
he had come to shed his old Tory 
affiliations standing with the bur-
geoning ranks of the reformers. Vice 
president was the 53-year old James 
Douglas Haszard, a Tory of a less 
wavering variety. Haszard had made 
his name as a publisher, first of the 
Register and then, from 1830, of the 

Royal Gazette. But along with these 
establishment figures was a coterie 
of younger men who were soon to 
cement their place in Island society. 
These included the future premier 
Joseph Hensley, Ambrose Lane, 
son of the irascible Supreme Court 
justice of the same name, Munson 
and Henry Jarvis, the sons of Chief 
Justice Edward Jarvis, the merchant 
and politician Francis Longworth, 
and his business partner Albert 
Hinde Yates, John Ings, printer of 
the Islander, and T. Heath Haviland, 
the son of Thomas Haviland, the pol-
itician. 

The appeal of cricket at this early 
stage had much to do with its per-
ceived Britishness – or, more accu-
rately, its Englishness. Doubtless, 
Messrs Swabey, Hazard and Jarvis 
would have been at least passing 
familiar with the epic verse penned 
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A batter being bowled out in a modern cricket match involving the Prince Edward Island team.
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by James Dance under the pseud-
onym James Love in 1744 which 
urged Britons to leave billiards, 
tennis and other “Sloth-promoting 
Sports,” and to cultivate cricket 
alone: “Hail Cricket! glorious, manly, 
British game! / First of all Sports! be 
first alike in Fame!” The second edi-
tion of the poem described Love as a 
comedian, and certainly much of the 
over-blown diction running through 
his ode was intended to be taken 
tongue-in-cheek. But such irony was 
all-too-often lost on Victorians, who 
treated Love as the Homer of cricket, 
and took his mock romanticism at 
face value. This sentimental chau-
vinism was epitomised in James 
Pycroft’s The Cricket Field, published 
in 1851, the year after the formation 
of CCC. Cricket, Pycroft asserted, was 
a “standing panegyric on the English 
character,” for “none but an orderly 
and sensible race of people would so 
amuse themselves.” With colourfully 
xenophobic distain he noted that:

the game is essentially Anglo-Saxon. 
Foreigners have rarely, very rarely, 
imitated us. The English settlers and 
residents everywhere play; but of 
no single cricket club have we ever 
heard dieted either with frogs, sour 
crout [sic], or macaroni. 

But beyond a disdain for foreign-
ers, it is likely that these early Island 
cricketers were attracted to the game 
because of the values associated with 
it. Although the phrase “not cricket” 
had yet to become idiomatic-indeed, 
it seems to have been Pycroft who 
first set the term in print, although 
not in the more general sense of 
something that was intrinsically 
unfair-cricket was viewed as a scien-
tific game. Certainly, luck could be 
involved, but there was a cerebral 
element to the game that required 
the bowler to think about how and 
where he bowled the ball. As in 
chess where a player might sacrifice 
a piece for the sake of a long-term 
strategy, so a bowler might be pre-
pared to give away a few easy runs 
here and there in order to trick the 
batsman into a false sense of security 
and coax him into playing a wrong 
shot and getting himself bowled or 
caught out. As Pycroft pointed out, 
bowlers must have skill, but they 
must also think. But for all of its 

apparently scientific qualities, the 
game also favoured a solid, moral, 
manly temperament on the part of 
the players. Batsmen should not 
just slash emotionally at every ball 
bowled in their direction; rather, 
they should exercise patience, for-
titude and self-denial – waiting for 
precisely the right ball so they might 
thwack it remorselessly towards the 
boundary. Good cricketers should 
have an unruffled temperament, 
practice self-restraint and exercise 
what Pycroft called “the organ of 
concentrativeness.” Cricket created 
real men, men who cultivated proper 
Victorian conceptions of masculinity. 
It was, as the Islander described it in 
1849, a “Noble English, Ancient and 
Manly Game.”

EARLY DAYS

Cricket was not new to Prince 
Edward Island in 1850. There had 
been a semi-formal cricket club 
organising public matches for at 
least a decade before this. The first 
matches for which any record sur-
vives occurred on 5 July 1844 at 
the field of Mr. Cantelo between a 
team comprised of officers and men 
from the Rifle Brigade and an XI of 
Charlottetown gentlemen. Alas for 
the good burghers of the city, it was 
the Rifles who took first blood, win-

ning a close match, 78 runs to 69. 
But the tables turned immediately 
when a second match was ordered 
that afternoon. This time, the gents 
beat the soldiers quite soundly, 98 
runs to 77. With the spoils of vic-
tory up for grabs, what was needed 
was a rubber match, and so a third 
game was arranged for the subse-
quent Tuesday. This was a much 
tighter affair, with runs in short 
supply. Nevertheless, it was the 
Charlottetown men who took the 
honours, beating the Rifles by 46 
runs to 44. The low score likely had 
much to do with the fact that not 
much effort had been spent prepar-
ing the field and ensuring that it 
was properly flat. This would have 
meant that when the ball pitched 
as it rolled, its bounce was irregu-
lar and unpredictable, causing the 
batsmen all sorts of grief when they 
tried to play their shots. In no way 
did this dampen the enthusiasm 
of the spectators, anxious for some 
escape from the tedium of daily life. 
As the Islander noted in its report, 
“we are always gratified when our 
usually [sic] monotony is relieved by 
any manly amusement, and are glad 
to witness the revival of the Cricket 
Club.” 

Eighteen forty-five was a banner 
year for Island cricket, as so-called 
“great matches” between sides who 
represented various divisions in 

A meeting at the Victoria Hotel in the summer of 1846 called for the establish-
ment of a formal cricket club.
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Island society became a fixture of the 
social calendar of the Charlottetown 
establishment. Mr. LePage – likely 
Andrew LePage, father of the noted 
Island poet – lent the town gentle-
men one of his fields exclusively 
for the game, and matches between 
the Rifles and the Charlottetown 
XI excited considerable interest, 
although sometimes not because 
of the sporting skill on display. On 

the 15 August, for instance, the sol-
diers won a very one-sided affair. 
The Rifles opened the battling, hit-
ting a solid 115, to which the gents 
responded with a competitive 78. In 
the second innings, the Rifles added 
another 107 to their total. Needing 
145 to win, the gentlemen took bat, 
but were utterly undone, muster-
ing a pathetic 13; the young Henry 
Swabey, William’s son, made the 

top score for the gents – a measly 
four. The Royal Gazette explained 
the “badness” of the loss by pointing 
to the conspicuously efficient bowl-
ing and catching of the Rifles, and 
the fact that the gents appeared to be 
out of practice. Thoroughly humili-
ated, the gents immediately called 
for a second match to be played to 
“retrieve their cricket playing char-
acter.” By all accounts, the sequel 
which took place on 22 August was 
a much more closely contested affair, 
the soldiers playing more cautiously 
through the day, their batting in par-
ticular much less aggressive. Though 
the soldiers still emerged victorious, 
the Islander could not “help congrat-
ulating the Charlottetown gentlemen, 
beaten as they were, on their mani-
fest improvement in every depart-
ment since the last match,” conclud-
ing that “if they were to pay a little 
more attention to their bowling they 
would next time entirely, not par-
tially, retrieve their character.”

The highlight of the 1845 season, 
however, came in September when 
eleven native-born Prince Edward 
Islanders – the Sons of the Soil, as 
they termed themselves – challenged 
an XI comprised of men of the Old 
Country. It was, as it were, to be a 
match between colonialists and col-
onists. The challenge was played 
out with some contrived drama in 
the press as the season came to a 
close, with the non-Natives taking 
out a notice in the Islander accept-
ing the cricketing challenge, call-
ing for the match to be played on 
Monday 22 September. Anticipation 
for the match was high when the 
day arrived, but the spectacle proved 
poor, with the Sons of the Soil win-
ning a comprehensive victory. 

First 
Innings

Second 
Innings

Total

Old 
Countrymen

36 34 70

Sons of the 
Soil

56 16 72

As reported in the Islander, the 
Old Countrymen XI were: H.W. 
Lobban, William Swabey,  Ward, 
Joseph Hensley, Robert Grubb, 
Henry Swabey, and Edward Grubb 
supplemented by four men brought 
in from the Rifles. The Sons of 

THE GAME AND ITS APPEAL

Like baseball, at heart cricket is a remarkably simple game. But just like base-
ball, generations of gamblers, punters, and self-proclaimed sports gurus have 
conspired to obscure the basics of the game under heaps of obscure statistics 
and largely meaningless ephemera for the sake of self-aggrandisement, and to 
intimidate the uninitiated. A cricket team is comprised of eleven players (often 
referred to simply as “an XI”). Play begins with two players from the side that 
has agreed to bat first taking up positions 22 yards apart in the middle of the 
field, each in front of a set of three vertical posts known as the stumps, collec-
tive referred to as “the wicket.” The job of each batsman is twofold: first, he 
must “protect” his wicket – that is, to stop the stumps from being knocked over 
by the ball coming through; second, to hit the ball anywhere he likes on the 
field – including behind him – and, when he does so, to exchange ends with the 
other batsman. Every time he changes ends with his partner, he is credited with 
a “run.” The job of the team in the field is to stop the batsmen getting runs by 
getting them out. The fielders do this in several ways: by “bowling” the ball past 
the batsman to hit his wicket; by catching the ball after the batsman has hit it; 
by hitting the wickets with the ball before the batsman can complete his run. 
When a batsman is out, he is replaced by another batter from the same team, 
and this continues until everyone on the side has batted. This marks the end 
of the innings, at which point the side that had been fielding begins batting. 
Nowadays, there are various forms of cricket each differing in duration, but in 
the nineteenth century the vast majority of cricket played was two innings long 
– that is to say, each side would bat through its whole order twice. The team 
with the most runs accumulated over their two innings would win.
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the Soil were: F. Longworth, J.D. 
Macdonnell, S. Bovyer, H. Smith, 
Charles Stewart, J. Binns, R. Smith, 
Albert Yates, Braddock, D. Davies, 
and C. Binns. 

Though the general play and field-
ing of the Sons of the Soil was very 
good, with Albert Yates’s remark-
able catching particularly popular 
with the spectators, the star that day 
was their bowler, Charles Stewart. 
Stewart was a slow bowler who 
aimed to out-fox batters by vary-
ing the pace of the balls he bowled, 
causing batters to play and miss, and 
for the ball then to go through and 
hit the stumps. “We cannot say he 
does not give due warning,” com-
mented the Islander, “for his every 
ball ought to suggest to a good bats-
man that his [i.e. the batsman’s] reign 
will probably by short.” The paper 
feigned a facade of decorum in its 
comments about the play of the Old 
Countrymen, noting merely that it 
was so poor that it would be better 
not to be discussed.  So short was 
the match and so high the crowd’s 
enthusiasm for the play that when 
the Natives made their target, a one-
innings-a-side match between the 
married and single gentlemen pres-
ent was hastily arranged. “The result 
of this game plainly demonstrated 
that married men are not always 
cricketers.” 

“Great matches” between either 
the married and single gentlemen of 
the club or between Natives and Old 
Countrymen were played out most 
years into the 1880s. The latter, in 
particular, was a hugely popular and 
predictably partisan affair. When the 
two sides met for a series of match-
es through the summer of 1846, 
for instance, the Old Countrymen 
marked out their fidelity by wearing 
rosettes of red and white ribbons in 
the middle of which was a red cross 
of St. George; not to be outdone, 
the Sons of the Soil wore a small 
piece of green spruce on their shirts. 
Despite their stylish adornment, 
the ribbons of the emigrants added 
nothing to the quality of their play, 
for once again the Old Countrymen 
were beaten – this time even more 
soundly than in the previous year. 
They scored 47 and 36 in their first 
and second innings respectively; the 
Natives 155 in their first. They did 
not need to bat a second time. At 
this triumphant rout, it was widely 
agreed that on the basis of this match 
and the skill they had displayed the 
previous year, that “the Sons of the 
Soil are now masters of the Cricket 
field.” 

It was in the summer of 1846 that 
the establishment of a formal crick-
et club was first proposed. A meet-
ing was called for the evening of 6 

July at the Victoria Hotel on Water 
Street. However, little seems to have 
come from this, and through 1847 
and 1848 great public matches were 
rare. But the game seems to have 
recovered its momentum with the 
town elite in the summer of 1849. 
By this point, matches had shifted to 
a field on Captain Swabey’s farm in 
the Royalty, and on 26 July, an XI of 
civilians took on an XI comprised of 
officers from H.M.S. Vixen supple-
mented by soldiers from the local 
garrison. It was a colourful affair, the 
enlivening strains of the band from 
the Vixen gently wafting through 
the breeze, and an assemblage of the 
local beauties from the town and its 
environs helping to keep up the spir-
its of the players as they did battle. 
And the ladies were not to be dis-
appointed, for the civilians fought 
hard in manly fashion for victory. 
Marginally outplayed in the first 
innings 55 runs to 48, they were able 
to skittle the combined army and 
navy team for just 22 before amass-
ing another 48 to their own total, 
clinching the match with a total 
score of 96 runs to 77. 

The Islander was ebullient in its 
praise for the men of town – and for 
the revival of the game itself – noting 
“we have much pleasure in observing 
that the Cricket playing spirit of our 
Townsmen has again revived, and 

T. Heath Haviland was 28 years old 
when he became a founding member 
of the CCC.

Before he was a Premier, a feder-
al cabinet minister and the Chief 
Justice of Canada’s Supreme Court, 
Sir Louis Henry Davies was the 
Island’s best under-arm bowler.

Dr. John T. Jenkins was president of 
the CCC in the 1860s.
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Charlottetown cricket and the later 
CCC opted to follow the rules of the 
game as laid down by Marylebone 
Cricket Club (MCC), located in St. 
John’s Wood in London. To describe 
MCC as something of an anach-
ronism even in the middle of the 
19th century is an understatement. 
Formed in 1787 to safeguard aris-
tocratic cricket from the London 
riff-raff who increasingly wanted to 
watch the nobility play, in 1788 it 
issued a set of rules for matches host-
ed under their auspices. This was not 
an attempt on the part of MCC to 
proclaim itself as the sport’s govern-
ing body – as it was later effectively 
to become. But what it meant was 
that as cricket grew across England 
and then into the colonies through 
the first half of the century, it was 
easy for new clubs simply to follow 
MCC rules rather than to develop 
their own.

But because MCC was only inter-

ested in the style of play MCC mem-
bers liked to see, it was glacially slow 
in adapting to innovations in the 
game that had developed outside the 
lofty fence that separated its home 
ground – known as Lord’s – from the 
rest of the cricketing nation.*  By the 
time CCC was formed, MCC rules 
on bowling were completely out of 
step with the general style of play 
in England. Originally, bowling was 
done underarm, with the bowler’s 
hand not allowed to rise above his 
elbow. Moreover, the ball was to be 
bowled – not thrown, tossed or jerk-
ed when it was delivered. Certainly, 
it was possible for a bowler to get 
some pace on the ball when it was 
delivered, in much the same way 
that a modern softball pitcher might 
do, but this rule meant that the best 
course of action for any bowler look-
ing to get a batsman out was to try 
to take advantage of the unevenness 
of the ground with all of its slope 
and divots, and to bowl the ball fast 
so that it bounced along the grass, 
twisting and turning as it did so. This 
would make it very difficult for the 
batsman to predict the course of the 
ball often causing him to miss it and 
for it to fly through onto the stumps. 
Failing that, a hard rap or three on 
the shins from the ball could send 
a slightly different but nonetheless 
effective message to the batsman. 
From around 1825, though, bowlers 
began to adopt a new style of bowl-
ing known as round-arm – very simi-
lar to baseball’s sidearm pitch. 

The story, probably apocryphal, 
is that round-arm bowling was the 
innovation of a woman named 
Christina Willes.  Her brother, John, 
was a farmer and cricket enthusiast. 
Not content to give up his favourite 
pursuit during the winter, he enlisted 
Christina to bowl balls to him in his 
barn during the winter months so 
that he could practice his batting. 
But instead of bowling proper under-
arm balls, Christina bowled a sort of 
half-round, half-underarm delivery 
– critics of the new style derisively 
suggested that it was because of her 
wide, hooped skirt. Her brother was 
perplexed by this “unknown femi-

* Lord’s is named after Thomas Lord who was 
responsible leasing the land and enclosing it with 
a high fence. It is not a reflection of MCC’s aristo-
cratic pretentions. In 1864 the CCC leased land from George Beer to build a playing field.

sincerely trust that it is not doomed 
again to drop.” Nevertheless, the 
paper lamented, while it would have 
been a comparatively trifling matter 
for the townsmen to have purchased 
a cricket ground until recently, as the 
price of property had risen sharp-
ly over the last several years doing 
so now would likely be prohibitive. 
However, it opined, given the popu-
larity of the game amongst the law-
yers of the house in particular, per-
haps a grant from the legislature on 
behalf of such a scheme might be 
secured. Though there were enough 
lawyers playing by August 1850 for 
a match between “Gentlemen of the 
Legal Profession” and other members 
of CCC to go ahead, such wise coun-
sel was not heeded.

Until the middle of the 1860s, 
the style of cricket played in Prince 
Edward Island differed in one impor-
tant crucial respect from that gener-
ally being practiced in England. It is 
not that Island cricket was conserva-
tive or isolated from general trends 
developing in the game in the moth-
er country. Rather, it was because 
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nine species of ball,” and was com-
pletely underdone by it. 

Round-arm bowling was highly 
controversial at the time but increas-
ingly came to dominate play as it 
gave the ball greater bounce. MCC 
finally recognised it in the early 
1840s allowing the hand to be raised 
even with – but not above – the 
shoulder during a delivery. In prac-
tice, though, this distinction was too 
subtle to be policed effectively, and 
on the field modern-style over-arm 
bowling came to be tacitly allowed, 
despite the jeers of the codgers of 
MCC who termed it “throwing.” MCC 
only recognised over-arm bowling as 
licit in 1864, even though over-arm-
ers had been perfecting their craft on 
fields up and down England for the 
best part of the previous 30 years.

Nevertheless, as they followed 
MCC practice, Island cricketers still 
played under-arm, although it is clear 
that other clubs in the Maritimes 
were experimenting with over-arm 
by the early 1860s at least. In 1864, 
one Halifax player had become so 
contemptuous of under-arm bowl-
ing that the night before he was to 
play the Charlottetown club at a 
match in Truro, clearly a little the 
worse for drink, he is reported to 
have “shouted in derision at the 
idea of under-arm bowling taking 
his wicket.” With more than a mite 
of poetic justice, he was bowled 
out by Charlottetown’s best under-
armer, Louis Davies, in both his first 
and second innings. Nevertheless, 
the issue of over-arm bowling 
seems to have been contentious in 
Charlottetown cricketing circles not 
least because not many Islanders 
had any experience of it and did not 
know how to play such deliveries 
effectively. In order to test the new 
style, the club arranged a match in 
August 1865 between Natives and 
All-comers which featured bowlers 
of both styles on each team. On this 
occasion, under-arm bowling proved 
the more effective. But this seems to 
have had more to do with the poor 
quality of the grounds which helped 
favour the twisting style deployed 
by under-armers such as Davies 
and John Brecken. However, it was 
clear even to the commentators of 
the Islander there to witness the 
spectacle – and, of course “the large 
number of ladies of Charlottetown” 
present – that over-arm bowling had 

the potential to be far more destruc-
tive when done on a good, even, 
flat ground. They suggested that 
from this point forwards, the club 
have at least two over-arm bowlers 
in any side, and use both styles in 
the course of a game because, they 
mused in a semi-philosophical mind, 
one should “never despise bowling 
that takes wickets.” 

MARITIME SUPREMACY

By this point, the club was well 
ensconced as part of Charlottetown 
high society. Its president was now 
John T. Jenkins, the 35-year old 
English-trained physician and sur-
geon, veteran of the Crimean war. 
Other notables swelling the club’s 
ranks included James Peake Jr. 
who served as secretary and trea-
surer,  the Honourable Daniel 
Davies from the Executive Council, 
Charles Hyndman, superintendent 
of the Telegraph Company, the sur-
veyor, Joseph Ball, the judge Robert 
Hodgson, Francis Longworth, the 
son of the noted Island merchant 
and politician of the same name, and 
merchants William Full and George 
Gardiner. At its annual general meet-
ing Peake reported that the club’s 

resources now included “a pretty 
good assortment of cricket materi-
als.” These, together with a new ship-
ment that the club had ordered to be 
imported would “put the Club in a 
flourishing condition.” 

And indeed, the 1864 season 
proved to be one of the club’s most 
successful up to that point. The 
requisite Married against Singles 
match that opened the season was 
enormously popular as usual. But 
the season was particularly note-
worthy, for it saw the CCC club 
play against opposition from out-
side its own ranks for the first time. 
On 25 August, the club travelled to 
Pictou where it played against an 
XI constituted from the men of that 
town. The match was a low-scoring 
affair, but the CCC carried the day, 
comprehensively beating the Nova 
Scotians with eight wickets to spare. 
A return match was hastily arranged 
for 1 September, with the Steam 
Navigation Company advertising 
cheap excursion trips for the occa-
sion – sports tourism had come to 
the Island. 

The first of September, 1864 is 
a date, of course, familiar to all stu-
dents of Canadian history, for it was 
the opening day of the Charlottetown 
Conference. However, it was the 

In the 1870s, the cricket field moved to Victoria Park.
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cricket that seems to have proved the 
more entertaining spectacle that day, 
for along with the 240 Nova Scotians 
who crossed the Straits for the occa-
sion, by all reports there was a very 
large crowd at the match, including 
Lieutenant Governor George Dundas 
and his wife, the city’s mayor, 
Thomas Haviland, Sr., and “many 
of the elite of our city.” The match 
was a very tight contest with some 
excellent, precise bowling and some 
very sharp fielding on both sides. 
Though it lasted some five hours, 
the total number of runs scored was 
low – Pictou managed a total of just 
45 runs in two innings, only to be 
piqued by the home side with 47. 
That evening, as the delegates to 
the conference sat down to the first 
of their many banquets that would 
hammer out the terms of confedera-
tion, CCC hosted the Pictou cricket-
ers for a “sumptuous supper” just 
down the road at the Pavilion Hotel 
on Great George Street – where, per-
haps not coincidentally, the Nova 

Scotian delegates to the conference 
happened to be staying.

As the conference drew to a close 
in those early days of September, 
the noted Halifax Thistle Club chal-
lenged CCC to a match to be held in 
Truro on the 16th. By this point, the 
Islander was sufficiently confident 
in the local side that it opined that 
while it may be “premature to specu-
late on the result ... we are pretty 
sure the Haligonians have undertak-
en no mean job if they really expect 
to beat the eleven stalwart Islanders 
who will be pitted against them.” The 
team sailed on the steamer Princess 
of Wales for Pictou on the 15th and 
then on to Truro, accompanied by 
the mayor, his daughter, a host of 
enthusiasts from Charlottetown, and 
by the city’s volunteer band. All eyes 
were on the cricket team. 

The match was to be the standard 
two-inning a side. Though play was 
begun at 10 o’clock, by mutual con-
sent the teams agreed that should 
both sides not to have been able to 

bat out both of their innings before 
6 that evening, the team with the 
higher score in their first innings 
would be awarded the laurels. The 
men of CCC batted first, and against 
some very good, accurate bowling 
managed to grind out a fairly respect-
able 70 runs. But it was the club’s 
bowling that morning that was to 
prove devastating, with under-arm-
ers Davies and Brecken skittling the 
Thistle for just 38, taking five and 
four wickets respectively. The sec-
ond innings went even better for the 
Islanders, as they confidently put on 
another 91 runs with Albert Hensley 
and Brecken, in particular, having 
“a merry time of it for more than 
an hour, hitting freely and running 
every run that could be made.” Their 
efforts set the Thistle a target of 124 
runs to win – a score that would 
require no small effort on the part of 
the Haligonians as it was more than 
triple what they had made in the 
first innings. But at this point things 
began to go wrong for the Islanders. 

The President and directors of the Bank of Prince Edward Island, as featured in Meacham’s 1880 Atlas. Five of the 
seven: John Longworth, Joseph Hensley, T. Heath Haviland, James Peake Jr. and Daniel Davies were also members of the 
Charlottetown Cricket Club.
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Perhaps it was over-confidence, care-
lessness or simply tiredness on the 
part of CCC bowlers but the Thistle 
racked up runs quickly, scoring 80 
for the loss of just three wickets. At 
6 o’clock, though, they were still 44 
runs shy of their target and play was 
ended, and the Islanders promptly 
declared themselves victorious. 
Despite their earlier agreement, the 
Thistle were not content, and seem 
to have asked for play to be resumed 
the next morning. Naturally, the 
Islanders rejected this idea complete-
ly. It was, they said rather peculiarly, 
“morally impossible” for their players 
to stay the extra night to complete 
the match. According to the Islander, 
the Thistle had been hoisted by their 
own petard, for they had only agreed 
to play ending at 6 o’clock when they 
had originally negotiated the terms 
of the match because they were 
confident that they could beat the 
Island men in just a single innings. 
To Charlottetonians, this bickering 
did not matter one jot – their side 

had thrashed the foremost club in 
the region, and their cricketers were 
greeted home as conquering heroes. 

In order to maintain their posi-
tion as the top team in the region – 
however controversial such an asser-
tion might have been in Halifax – 
1865 saw the club lease a field on 
St. Peter’s Road from George Beer. 
This is likely the six acre property at 
the corner of St. Peter’s and Mount 
Edward Road shown as belonging 
to Beer in Meacham’s Atlas. Likely 
as part of their efforts to integrate 
some over-arm bowling into their 
attack, the club went to great pains to 
make the ground as level as possible. 
Regular practices on Wednesday and 
Saturdays at 3pm were instituted – 
“Punctuality is particularly requested 
on the part of the players” stressed 
the club’s notice in the paper. A 
series of matches with Pictou were 
organised through the course of the 
season, and the schedule of the ferry 
was changed, “for the convenience 
of persons wishing to attend the 

match” – return tickets 9s; lady and 
gent together just 15s. By the end of 
the season, CCC had beaten Pictou 
and Halifax four successive times, 
and what doubt there may have been 
as to their claim to be the region’s 
top side had been squarely put aside. 
Unfortunately, the club was not able 
to capitalise on their status through 
the next year, for in the wake of the 
great fire that engulfed the town 
that July, what cricketing plans there 
had been were abandoned. The only 
“great match” played that season was 
a benefit for the victims of the fire 
between the men of the club and 
those of the garrison – admission 9d. 
a person or 1s. / 6d. for a horse and 
carriage.

The second half of the 1860s saw 
interest in cricket at an all-time high 
in Prince Edward Island and across 
the country – and in 1867, Prime 
Minister Macdonald declared crick-
et to be Canada’s national game. In 
Charlottetown, enthusiasts could 
now purchase cricket equipment 

Prince George is standing third from the right, cigarette in hand. The future King George V was a 19-year-old officer on 
HMS Canada when he posed with his fellow cricket players in Victoria Park in June, 1884. 
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directly at Harvie’s bookstore with-
out having to order it from England. 
“Great matches” still captured the 
imagination of the Island estab-
lishment, and brought them out in 
droves to Beer’s field. And a host of 
dynamic new fixtures were added to 
CCC’s calendar that were intended 
to reflect some of the political ten-
sions and social rivalries that were 
being played out on the wider stage. 
Chief amongst these was a match 
between those who favoured confed-
eration and those opposed to it. This 
was billed as the signature event of 
the 1867 season in the press. There 
were undoubtedly more members 
of the club opposed to confedera-
tion than confederates, but it was 
widely felt that the latter could field 
a formidable team and put on a good 
show. As is often the way with such 
events, the match did not live up to 
the hype, for the confederates won 
an all-too-easy victory. The anti-con-
federates immediately challenged 
them to a second match, but doubt-
less keen to rest upon their laurels, 
the confederates declared themselves 
“not ready” to take their political 
rivals on again. This season also saw 
CCC host matches at their ground 
between clubs from Prince of Wales 
College and St. Dunstan’s. The first 
of these took place on 21 June, and 
was won by St. Dunstan’s. A second 
was held two weeks later with St. 
Dunstan’s securing an even more 
comfortable win, making more runs 
in a single innings than Prince of 
Wales was able to do in two, “a vic-
tory,” the Islander enthused with no 
small hyperbole, “that is, we believe, 
almost unprecedented in the annals 
of Cricketing on this Island.”

As Summerside was becom-
ing progressively more gentrified 
through this period, it was inevita-
ble that the town’s elite would take 
up the sport, too; on 5 June 1869, 
Prince County Cricket Club (PCCC) 
was founded. The president was 
banker Robert McCaul Stavert; Dr. 
Fuller was named vice-president, 
with barrister J.W. Howe as secretary 
and treasurer. PCCC played its first 
match on 8 June on the grounds near 
the drill shed. The Journal found 
cricket to be “an interesting and 
healthy amusement,” and hoped “to 
see the Club well sustained.” 

The first showdown between the 
two Island sides first came on 23 

September 1874 on the grounds at 
Government Farm, in what would 
shortly become known as Victoria 
Park. Although the railway linking 
the towns was not to open until the 
next year, the Prince County play-
ers seem to have travelled down 
to Charlottetown on the train that 
morning, for the match had only 
been arranged the day before. 
The Examiner commended the 
Summerside players for their cour-
age in agreeing to a match against 
the heavily favoured local side on 
such short notice and without any 
practice. Unfortunately for the “large 
number of the elite of the city and 
others” who were in attendance, it 
was only the courage of the Prince 
County boys that was on display that 
day. CCC went into bat first, racking 
up a solid first-innings total of 98. 
Summerside responded with a mere 
22. With their score woefully short, 
Summerside were asked to bat again 
– but even though the band was “dis-
coursing sweet music” that ought to 
have had “a salutary effect on the 
batters,” they were only able to mus-
ter another 12 runs before being all 
out.*

Victoria Park proved an ideal 
venue for CCC to hold its matches, 
and from this point forth all of its 
great matches – with Summerside, 
Pictou or Moncton, or between law-
yers and all-comers, or left-handed 
and right-handed players – were 
played there. Some of these were 
intended to be light-hearted affairs, 
such as the match between married 
and single players which was billed 
as an attempt to determine “whether 
single blessedness is more condu-
cive to physical development than 
married life” which was held in June 
1878 – alas, though, nature refused 
to render a verdict on this crucial 
issue, for the match ended in a draw. 
But others were rather more charged 
affairs as was the three-match tour-
nament between natives and foreign-
ers staged through the summer that 
same year. The natives won the first 
two of these. But when the Patriot 
had the audacity to describe the third 
match as “a rubber,” the Examiner 
responded in angry tones. “This,” 
it said, “is not in any way correct, 
and the foreigner who put such a 
statement in print must have a very 
lively imagination indeed ... [as it 
was] more of a scratch match than 

anything else.” Using the occasion 
to attack its economic and politi-
cal rival’s credibility, the Examiner 
continued “it would be well for the 
future, in publishing reports of 
matches, that the correct version 
should find its way into the papers. 
One-sided statements look very mean 
and don’t advance the cause of crick-
et.”

INDIAN SUMMER

But change was in the air. Under 
the presidency of Francis Longworth, 
CCC was rechristened the Phoenix 
Cricket Club in early 1878, and the 
next year, the city saw the found-
ing of a second cricket club – the 
Crescent – under William G. Crabbe. 
Fred Mitchell was to be its patron, 
and members included E. J. Wyatt, 
William Weeks, Harry Carvell, 
George LePage, Arthur Rogers, 
William Scott, Thomas Haythorne, 
W i l l i a m  M u r r a y  a n d  J o h n 
Messervey. The Crescent club does 
not appear to have survived much 
beyond its founding, for by 1884 
Weeks, Carvell, Murray at least were 
members of a reconstituted CCC. But 
there was heresy afoot, too, for the 
Patriot of 1 June 1878 reported the 
founding of the St. Laurence Baseball 
club, noting that “on the other side of 
the Straits this game has, to a large 
extent, taken the place formerly occu-
pied by the slower and less exciting 
game of cricket.” Stern stuff, indeed!

Perhaps the highlight of the his-
tory of cricket on Prince Edward 
Island came in June 1884 when the 
new steam corvette H.M.S. Canada 
arrived at Peake’s Wharf. Amongst 
its crew was Prince George, the sec-
ond son of the Prince of Wales, the 
future King George V. The prince 
was just 19 and had only recently 

* This is called “following on.” Because both sides 
have to complete two innings in a limited space 
of time, if the team batting second is scores sig-
nificantly less – usually 80 runs at this time, but 
clearly not in this match – than its opponent, the 
they can be asked to bat again immediately at 
the conclusion of their first innings. The PCCC 
XI comprised: Dr. Shreves; Charles McDonald; 
A. McDonald; M. Doyle; J. Bethune; M. Chappell; 
J. Richards; J. Warburton; G. Hibbett; J. Prophet 
and J. Morrissey. Against them were CCC XI of: 
F. Longworth; D. Longworth; J. Longworth; A. 
Hensley; J.T. Jenkins; H. Davies; N. McLeod; J. 
Doyle; R. Freeland; W. Hobkirk and J. Yeo.
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been promoted to sub-lieutenant on 
the ship, but he was eager – or at 
least the good folks of the capital 
were eager for him – to display his 
sporting prowess. For the prince, 
the 18 June began with two doubles 
lawn tennis matches. This was fol-
lowed by a two-innings cricket 
match between the officers of the 
Canada, and the gentlemen of the 
club, now often known simply as 
the Park Club, after their new home. 
The weather was perfect, and a large 
crowd of spectators were on hand to 
watch the proceedings, with the City 
Concert Band adding to the celebra-
tory atmosphere. And for once, the 
match seems to have lived up to its 
billing, for it was an exciting affair. 
The officers batted first, making 53 
runs – the prince managed to score 
only 4, being caught out. In reply, 
the men of the park came up slightly 
short, hitting 47. With an innings 
in the books for each side, the play-
ers broke for a lunch that had been 
catered for them by the Osborne 
House on Water Street, before pos-
ing for a group photograph in front 
of the Club House. The Examiner 
noted that “the pictures, which will 
include a likeness of the Prince, will, 
no doubt, be eagerly sought after.”

When the officers came to take up 

their bats for their second innings, 
they were able to add a further 66 to 
their total – this time, the prince did 
less well, being bowled out for 3. All-
in-all, this meant that the Islanders 
needed 73 to win. Unfortunately 
for the home side, they quickly 
found themselves in bother, losing 
six wickets for a score of just 25. At 
this point, though, W. Hobkirk and 
William Weeks came together and 
set about playing some handsome 
strokes, scoring 11 runs each in a 
matter of a few minutes. But their 
efforts were ultimately in vain, as the 
men of the club came up short, add-
ing only 61 runs to their first innings 
total, making the officers the winners 
by 11 runs. “The only injuries during 
the game,” the Examiner continued 
“were received by [Park Club men] 
Mr. Grey, who was struck by the ball, 
while Mr. R.V. Longworth had both 
hands severely injured; but for which 
his good bowling would doubtless 
have been still better.” Manly for-
bearance in the face of adversity, 
indeed!

Though the future King George 
VI was to umpire a match in 
Charlottetown in 1913 when he trav-
elled to the Island as a cadet with 
H.M.S. Cumberland, cricket’s appeal 
was on the wane by the beginning of 

the twentieth century. However, the 
fortunes of the sport have rebounded 
in recent years with the founding of 
the PEI Cricket Association (PEICA) 
in 2007. With the enthusiastic sup-
port of the Town of Stratford, and 
with help from the Provincial and 
Federal governments, the Island has, 
at Tea Hill Park, its first purpose-
built cricket facility since 1909. In 
fact, it is the premier site for cricket 
east of Montreal. Along with host-
ing competitive and friendly match-
es between Island teams and from 
across the region, the PEICA hopes, 
in the coming years, to revive some 
of the “great matches” of yester-
year. Any takers for the Sons – and 
Daughters – of the Soil against those 
of the Old Countries?

Sources

See Derek Birley’s first-rate A Social 
History of English Cricket (London, 
1999), for this early period. I am grate-
ful to Edward MacDonald and Elizabeth 
Schoales for their valuable comments on 
earlier drafts of this piece. To find out 
more about cricket and the PEICA, find 
us on Facebook – or better still, come out 
to Tea Hill Park most weekend afternoons 
during the summer, weather permitting.

Cricket is making a comeback on Prince Edward Island. Standing: (left to right): Shohag Mortoza, Someshwar Singh, 
Cyril Roy, Udyoga Amarasinghe, Suresh Kumar, Manoj Khandavelli, Dinesh Abraham Thangasamy, Shabbir Amanullah
Sitting l to r: Nishant Grover and Verley Harrison.
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